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SUBJECT: FRAUDULENT ENLISTMENT BY PANAMANIANS INTO U.S. ARMED 
FORCES 

1 . EMBASSY HAS RECENTLY BECOME AWARE OF LARGE SCALE FRAUD BY 
YOUNG PANAMANIANS SEEKING TO ENTER U.S. ARMED FORCES. DURING 
LAST SIX MONTHS, SIGNIFICANT NUMBERS OF NIV APPLICATIONS BY 
PANAMANIAN DEPENDENTS (PARTICULARLY OF YOUNG WIVES) SEEKING 
TO VISIT FAMILY MEMBER RECENTLY INDUCTED INTO U.S. MILITARY, 

HAVE INCREASED SUSPICIONS ABOUT THE PROBLEM. EMBASSY HAS 
BEEN AWARE OF CONTINUING EFFORTS BY YOUNG, ENGLISH-SPEAKING 
PANAMANIANS, PARTICULARLY FROM JAMAICAN COMMUNITY, TO 
OBTAIN NIV AND SUBSEQUENTLY ENLIST UPON ARRIVAL IN U.S. 

USING CANAL ZONE BIRTH CERTIFICATE AS "PROOF" OF U.S. 

CITIZENSHIP OR NATIONALITY. THESE EFFORTS NOW APPEAR TO 
HAVE BECOME HIGHLY ORGANIZED AND INVOLVE COUNTERFEITING OF 
U.S. GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS IN FORM OF CANAL ZONE BIRTH 
CERTIFICATES. 

2. SOUTH COM AUTHORITIES REPORTED TO EMBASSY JUNE 9, THAT 
SEVENTEEN PANAMANIANS PRESENTLY RECEIVING MARINE CORPS BASIC 
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TRAINING AT PARRIS ISLAND, SOUTH CAROLINA, MAY HAVE ENLISTED 
WITH FRAUDULENT CANAL ZONE BIRTH CERTIFICATES PURCHASED IN 
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK, AREA OR THROUGH ERROR ON PART OF ARMED 
FORCES RECRUITERS WHO ASSUME CANAL ZONE BIRTH CERTIFICATE 
IS PROOF OF U.S. CITIZENSHIP OR NATIONALITY. ONLY TWO OF 
SEVENTEEN MARINE RECRUITS ACTUALLY DOCUMENTED AS BEING BORN IN 
THE CANAL ZONE. AND NEITHER HAD CLAIM TO U.S. CITIZENSHIP. 
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3. ON JUNE 10, SOUTHCOM INFORMED EMBASSY THAT APPROXIMATELY 
100 MORE PANAMANIAN-BORN INDIVIDUALS, ALSO CURRENTLY 
RECEIVING MARINE CORPS BASIC TRAINING AT PARRIS ISLAND, MAY 
HAVE ENLISTED WITH FRAUDULENT DOCUMENTS OR MISREPRESENTATION 
OF ALIEN STATUS. 

4. SOUTHCOM AUTHORITIES ALSO CURRENTLY SURVEYING ENLISTMENT 
RECORDS OF SEVERAL PANAMANIAN-BORN INDIVIDUALS PRESENTLY 
SERVING IN MILITARY IN CANAL ZONE TO DETERMINE IF FRAUD USED 
TO ENTER ARMED FORCES. 

5. EMBASSY HAS BEEN FORCED TO REVIEW CRITERIA FOR NIV 
ISSUANCE TO PANAMANIANS IN 18 TO 30 YEAR AGE GROUP, PARTICU- 
LARLY THOSE FROM WEST INDIAN COMMUNITY. REFUSAL RATE WILL NO 
DOUBT INCREASE SIGNIFICANTLY FOR THIS GROUP UNTIL PRESENT 
SITUATION IS RESOLVED. 

6. COMMENT: PANAMANIAN-BORN MILITARY PERSONNEL CURRENTLY 
SERVING IN THE CANAL ZONE MAY BE DISCHARGED IF FRAUDULENT 
ENLISTMENT ESTABLISHED. TO THIS NUMBER MAY BE POSSIBLY BE 
ADDED THE APPROXIMATELY 1 17 RECRUITS PRESENTLY AT PARRIS 
ISLAND, AND A SIGNIFICANT NUMBER WHICH THE EMBASSY BELIEVES 
MAY BE PRESENTLY IN OTHER BRANCHES OF ARMED FORCES, 
PARTICULARLY THE NAVY. ANY LARGE SCALE DISCHARGE OF 
PANAMANIANS NOW IN U.S. MILITARY, TOGETHER WITH THE 
INEVITABLE SHORT TERM INCREASE IN NIV REFUSAL RATE FOR 
YOUNG, BLACK, ENGLISH-SPEAKING PANAMANIANS MAY BE SEIZED 
UPON BY LOCAL PRESS IN THE NEAR FUTURE. TABLOID "CRITICA" 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 PANAMA 04273 141507Z 

WILL PROBABLY TAG EMBASSY ON ISSUES RANGING FROM 
DISCRIMINATION AGAINST BLACKS, TO VIOLATIONS OF RIGHTS 
OF PANAMANIANS IN U.S. ARMED FORCES. 

GONZALEZ 
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